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Dear Blessed Trinity Parishioner: 
 

Entering the days of Advent expectation, we sing with the psalmist on the First Sunday, “Let us go rejoicing 
to the house of the Lord!”   We begin this new year filled with gratitude and joyful expectation. 
 

Grateful for your spirit, enthusiastic participation in the life, worship and future of our faith community, 
we begin this new church year rejoicing in the work we have accomplished in this “house of the Lord,” as 
with joyful expectation we prepare to move forward.   
 

We are beginning on the next phase of our current renovation plans with the construction of a new Chapel 
for the Blessed Sacrament.  This is a necessary addition reflecting our faith and trust in the “real presence 
of the Risen Christ” in the reserved Eucharist.  This will be a place for quiet, reverent prayer, honoring our 
faith and trust in the Lord—a worthy place, visible and beautiful! 
 

We are able to move forward due to your abiding presence, and generous contributions toward this 
renovation and maintenance project.  We have been engaged in this process for a “long time” due to a 
number of unforeseen circumstances, but your continued presence, support, and spirit have kept our 
shared vision alive! THANK YOU. 
 

Sixty-five percent of parishioners responded to the capital campaign when it was first initiated in March 
2020 (just as “Covid” began!).  Since that first “three year” campaign, which raised $406,000, our parish 
has grown significantly (from 179 households to 259 households). Additionally, we received from a 
parishioner’s estate, a house in Arizona, which we sold for $300,000.  Those of you who have joined the 
parish since the campaign began, have contributed to the renovation project by contributing $88,295 
without being asked.  Thank you! 
 

We also agreed in 2021 to pursue the sale of the vacant land west of the church to assist with our proposed 
project costs, which necessarily will include a portion of the west parking lot.   A Buy/Sell agreement was 
reached with a potential buyer.  That process continued, until the anticipated purchaser chose not to 
proceed with the purchase.  Since then, a new purchaser has signed a buy/sell.  That agreement is moving 
forward with “closing” anticipated in January 2026. 
 

Throughout these years we have accomplished a great deal as we have continued to move forward: a new 
heating and air conditioning system in the church, social hall and residence; new lighting has been 
installed in the church worship space; new sound system in both church and social hall; a new organ has 
been provided (through a generous donation), including construction of an addition for the organ pipes.  
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Throughout these years we have worked closely with our architects, Paradigm Architects and Ken 
Griesemer as Liturgical Design Consultant. Thus far, we have been able to pay cash for all these necessary 
and amazing accomplishments, thanks to the thoughtful generosity of so many.  Most recently we have 
replaced the entire roof of the church at a cost of $107,153 (fourteen parish households have contributed 
$71,275 toward that project.  Thank you). 
 

Now we begin the next phase of our project, which we anticipate to complete by summer 2026;  
(a) Construction of the new Chapel for the Blessed Sacrament on the west side of the worship space 
(opposite the organ construction), beginning this month;  
(b) complete renovation of the rest room facilities (which will be completely handicapped assessable);  
(c) total renovation of the sacristy;  
(d) some additional closet space in the social center storage room.   
(e) a new baptismal font. 
 

This “phase” of the project will also be financed with monies received from the generous contributions of 
so many.  THANK YOU! 
 

As we proceed with the sale of our land, it will be necessary to expand parking, due to the loss of a 
significant section of the west parking lot.  In addition, the entire parking lot is in need of resurfacing, all of 
which must be done in accord with the City of Missoula requirements (curbing, sidewalks, lighting, 
landscaping, etc.).  Parking lot expansion will need to begin shortly after the land sale and will be funded 
from the sale proceeds. 
 

The City of Missoula is also planning the renovation and improvement of Eaton Street (sidewalks, curbing, 
landscaping, and paving).  We have not yet received notice from the city regarding costs, but we anticipate 
that it will be significant.  We have determined to take advantage of the “low interest” loan the city would 
provide for the project. 
 

A future phase of our project will be the renovation of the worship space (painting, carpeting, seating, 
sacred furnishings, etc.) with particular attention to art and beauty. This portion of our project is not yet 
funded, 
 

Blessed Trinity is a growing and vibrant faith community with a generous, and welcoming heart.   
We are a parish that is strong, loving, and wise with an open spirit.  We gather to celebrate what is most 
personally ours and most nobly human and truly Church.  The place in which we gather and the 
environment which surrounds us, we feel and believe, must be a vehicle to meet the Lord, to hear and live 
the Gospel of service, and encounter the wonder and beauty of Christ in one another, and in the work and 
art of human hands.  The challenge of our environment for worship is the final challenge of Christ:  We 
must make ready until he returns in glory. 
 

As we sing with the psalmist on the First Sunday of Advent 2025, 
“BECAUSE OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, WE WILL PRAY FOR YOUR GOOD.” 

With Advent Hope and expectation, “Let us go rejoicing!”  

Sincerely, 
 
 
Fr. Ed Hislop 
Pastor 


