
 

We wait in joyful Hope… 
2021 Advent supper prayer                           

and worship at home 
A spirit of joyful hope fills our advent days of faithful 
waiting. The days are dark. Many still live with a sense of 
concern and longing as the COVID-19 pandemic struggle 
continues to concern our days and nights. We long for 
healing light, we hope to be freed from the sickness all 
around us. But, as we hear on the first Sunday of Advent, 
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy” …for the 
days are coming when the promise made will be fulfilled. 
(The Word of the Lord from the First Sunday of Advent 2021) 
 

So, we wait in joyful hope. The words of John the Baptist 
echo through these days, “Prepare the way of the Lord; 
the winding roads will be made straight and the rough 
ways made smooth!”  We prepare to live these advent 
days in that spirit. We will live in hope! 
 

As we wait, we remember that we, in our homes, are a 
domestic church—a church at home. Together we 
pray, eat and drink, laugh and sing around our tables as 
family or friends. This too is holy; this too we do in 
memory of Christ, who was so often found and 
recognized in ordinary homes at the family table. At our 
home tables we are nourished for faithful service, holy 
communion, and shared love. This is why the Second 
Vatican Council calls the home “the Domestic Church.”  
It is there that the love of God is first recognized; it is at 
home that we first turn to God in prayer, there that we 
learn the language of prayer and the virtues of Christian  

  living. 
 

This “ADVENT RITUAL SUPPER AT HOME” modeled from the “shape” of Sunday Mass, can lead to a 
deeper appreciation of our shared Eucharist at Mass. This is intended to occur on Sunday but could be 
used any day of the week. 
 

A voice cries out,                                                                 
in the desert 

          prepare 
                      the way of the Lord… 



Prepare…Determine as a household that you will gather each Sunday evening for this 

special dinner. Place the family advent wreath in the center of the table. BLESS YOUR ADVENT 

WREATH earlier on Sunday morning or afternoon (a blessing prayer for the advent wreath is 
available on the website…. Click on the CATHOLIC HOUSEHOLD BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS tab.) 

The dinner needs to be special. Good food, which all can help prepare; a TABLE set with the best 
dinnerware you have; dim lighting, and the ADVENT WREATH with four candles in the center.  The 
first Sunday the candles are unlit, on succeeding Sundays the candle/s of the previous week/s are 
lighted before all gather at table.  

Place all the food on the table before the prayer begins. 

The Way…                                                                                                                                                              

When all is ready, all STAND around the Table. The Leader of the day begins with the                                       
SIGN OF THE CROSS. 

All then SING together:  CHRIST, CIRCLE ROUND US.                                                                                                                
For many years this has been our parish Advent hymn (as it is this year) as we gathered each Advent Sunday.                      
Remember how the Candles of Advent “circle ‘round” us in Church, as Christ lights the darkness of our living and our times. 

The hymn is available on the opening page of the parish website (blessedtrinitymissoula.org).                                                   
Listen to the hymn, let the words touch your heart, and sing along (you might want to bring 
the worship aid from Mass home with you, so you can all sing together). 

Come, O Radiant Dawn, splendor of the morning light. Come, Sun of Justice, turn away the power of night. 
Christ, circle ‘round us. Christ, may your light surround us. Shine in our living.                                                                      

Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
Come, O Flower of Love, Holy Branch of Jesse's tree. Come Bough of Blessing, bloom for all the world to see. 

Christ, circle ‘round us. Christ, may your light surround us. Shine in our living.                                                                         
Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 

Come, O Gate of Hope, holy door to heaven's throne. Come, Key of David, open wide the pathway home. 
Christ, circle ‘round us. Christ, may your light surround us. Shine in our living.                                                                            

Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 
Come, Emanuel, cherished hope of Israel. Come live among us, ever in our hearts to dwell. 

Christ, circle ‘round us. Christ, may your light surround us. Shine in our living.                                                                 
Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 

 
 Used with permission-Blessed Trinity Catholic Community, Missoula, MT 

 
AT THE END OF THE HYMN the Advent Candle of the week is lighted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



…of the Lord. 
Following the hymn, a person designated prays the Opening Prayer: 
 

First Sunday  LET US PRAY:   
GOD OUR SAVIOR, you utter a word of promise and hope 
and hasten the day of justice and freedom, 
yet we live in a world forgetful of your word, 
our watchfulness dulled by the cares of life. 

  

Keep us alert. Make us attentive to your word, 
ready to look on your Son when he comes with power and great glory. 
Make us holy and blameless, ready to stand secure 
when the day of his coming shakes the world with terror.  

 

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.  
AMEN. Copyright ©1997 International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), Advent 1c. All Rights Reserved 

 

Sec0nd Sunday LET US PRAY:   
   GOD OF OUR SALVATION, 

             you straighten the winding ways of our hearts 
             and smooth the paths made rough by sin. 
 

  Make our conduct blameless, 
  keep our hearts watchful in holiness, 
  and bring to perfection the good you have begun in us.  
 

  We ask this through him whose coming is certain,  
  whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  God for ever and ever. 
  AMEN. Copyright ©1997 International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), Advent 2c. All Rights Reserved 

 

Third Sunday LET US PRAY: 
   ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU SENT YOUR SON INTO A WORLD 

where the wheat must be winnowed from chaff 
and wickedness clings even to what is good. 

 

Let the fire of your Spirit purge us  
of greed and deceit, 
so that, purified, we may find our peace in you 

and you may delight in us. 
 

Grant this through him whose coming is certain, 

whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God for ever and ever.   
   AMEN. Copyright ©1997 International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), Advent 3c. All Rights Reserved 

 

 

 



Fourth Sunday LET US PRAY:  

  WHO ARE WE, LORD GOD, THAT YOU SHOULD COME TO US?  

Yet you have visited your people  

and redeemed us in your Son. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate his nativity, 
 make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your Word, 
 and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. 

 

 We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near:  

your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

   AMEN. Copyright©1997 International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), Advent 4c. All Rights Reserved 

 

At the conclusion of the Prayer ALL ARE SEATED. 

 
After all are seated, all may join in singing the ALLEUIA Gospel Acclamation 

which we are singing in Church: 

 
Following the Acclamation, a designated person reads the GOSPEL OF THE SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         a voice cries out… 
NOTE:  For a reflection on the Gospel of the Sunday use AT HOME WITH THE WORD or, if you subscribe, GIVE US THIS DAY. 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke.                                                                     21:25-28, 34-36   

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your 
redemption is at hand. 

“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the 
anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault 
everyone who lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 



The Second Sunday of Advent 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke.                                                                                   3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. John 
went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:  A voice of 
one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley 
shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke                                                                                                       3:10 -18 
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever 
has two cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do 
likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should 
we do?” He answered them, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.” Soldiers also 
asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do 
not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether 
John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but 
one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the 
people. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke.                                                                                                 1:39-45 

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town 
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
cried out in a loud voice, and said, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does 
this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 



Following the Gospel reading, if anyone wishes to share a brief reflection on the Gospel they may 

do so. Some may wish to offer a prayer for others, such as the sick, health care workers, family, friends, or 
neighbors unable to be present or for other intentions.  You may wish to remember family members who have 
died. The Sunday parish General Intercessions are also available on the parish website and could be 
prayed at this time. Praying these prayers is a good “connection” to our Sunday Eucharist at the 
Lord’s Table. 
 
THEN, all pray the GRACE BEFORE MEALS: 

Bless us, O Lord and these thy gifts, 
which we are about to receive 

from your bounty, through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

OR all may pray the LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Dinner is served. 
 

At the end of the meal a leader prays a concluding prayer: 
 

LET US PRAY. 
Loving God, we give you thanks for you have nourished us with faith, hope and love.  
Let the meal we have shared, the prayer we have offered, and the song we have sung, 

strengthen us in the bond of communion and nurture us for faithful service,  
as we wait in joyful hope, resolved to “run forth to meet your Christ at his coming.” 

We ask this through Christ the Lord, forever and ever. AMEN 
 

Conclude with a verse of O COME, O COME EMMANUEL 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

REFRAIN:  REJOICE! REJOICE! EMMANUEL SHALL COME TO YOU, O ISRAEL! 
 

2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show and teach us in her ways to go. 
 

3.   O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind; 

Make all our sad divisions cease, and be for us the King of Peace. 
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