


 

“A characteristic of Christians is how they 

love one another even while they meet the 

challenge of renovating a place of worship. 

It may be difficult and the fabric of the              

assembly may fray and tear. But the 

Spirit’s work in the assembly of God’s  

People encourages cooperation so that 

each can perform a task for building up the 

Body of Christ. 

  

 

During a building process, the community 

works together with the diocese and the 

universal Church as another way of build-

ing up the Church with the “living stones” 

from which God’s assembly is made. 

 

  

 

If the community looks upon its work              

with the eyes of faith, then it can be                     

assured that God will bring the good work 

to completion.”  
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Built of Living Stones: Art, Architec-
ture, and Worship (2000).   

Blessed Trinity  Planning Sub-Committees 

The MaintainRenewImagine sub-committees are an important part                                               

of the Blessed Trinity Parish renovation which allow the assembly to become                                             

a greater part of the planning and discerning process as we  

Honor the Past, Serve the Present & Provide for the Future.   

 
 

The committees serve an advisory role to the Strategic Planning Team and are an integral 

part to learning about the original history, sacred function, spiritual purpose, and                   

religious significance of each topic. An openness to learning, a creative mindset and a                

desire to collaborate together for a common goal are helpful attitudes when considering 

the work that will be done in each group.  Two committees (Worship Space & Music) 

have multiple parts and others are very focused on a single topic. When joining a group 

with multiple facets, you do not have to commit to doing all of them, if your interest is  

only in one part of it.  Please feel free to sign up for as many committees as you feel called 

to be a part of but please, also, be committed to the process and to being present. 

Strategic Planning Team members will serve on and chair each committee. 



 
 
The “Sign up Sheets” are located on the North wall of the                 
Worship Space, near the Icon of the Blessed Trinity.      
 
As you consider placing your name on one or more of the teams 
take note of this holy Icon.  Remember there is a place for you at 
the Table of the Lord, a place to converse with God—Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit!  
 
 
 
 

General Directions for Sign-up Sheets 
 
Look at the subcommittees available and choose which one or which ones interest you.                         
Worship Space and Music have multiple subsections.  
 
Here’s how to sign up. 
 
If you are interested in working on the whole project of one of the subcommittees that have 
multiple parts, being a part of all the collaboration and learning, sign up under the general 
heading of that topic only, not the sub sections. Those general topic headings are: Worship 
Space subcommittee; and the Music subcommittee. 
 
If you are only interested in working on a specific section within the Worship Space, and  
Music subcommittees and not being part of the collaboration and learning for the rest of the 
subsections, then sign up under the specific subsection you want and not under the general 
topic heading. 
 
The rest of the subcommittees only have one section to sign up under. For these, you will work 
on and learn about the entire project that is encompassed under that topic. 
 

Thank you for your willingness to learn more about your faith, share your ideas                             
and experiences, imagine and discuss the possibilities, and collaborate together                   

to help make sure the roots of our vibrant community can continue to                                                         

Honor the Past, Serve the Present and Provide for the Future. 
 



As we begin, we pray, we remember... 

The Planning Sub-committees/teams 
 

Worship Space 
Imagine a church that is built in a refined manner, that expresses a profound beauty, and to find inside 

this space the possibility of silence, and contemplation, ... Because faith is made, most of all, of contemplation.” 
“On the other hand, faith is also expression, expression of prayer, of meeting in community, of liturgy, singing, 
and so on.” The role of beauty in the liturgy and in worship has to do with the physical senses. “Thus it is neces-
sary that a sacred space possess in its interior also the possibility to praise in a luminous way.”  
Gianfranco Ravasi, Head of the Pontifical Council for Culture, CNA 1.19.17 

Accessibility in the worship space and throughout the Blessed Trinity building and grounds will be an integral and 
necessary consideration. 
 

 Baptismal Font 

The current baptismal font has served Blessed Trinity, and Pope John XXIII before it, for decades. It has served as 
a place of memory: the first act of worship as we bless ourselves with its holy waters, the place many have entered 
its life giving waters in baptism and the place we bid farewell to so many loved ones. Its flowing waters have been 
an integral part of our faith journey to the altar day after day, month after month, year after year. It was one of the 
first full immersion fonts in the Diocese of Helena. It has served us well; but now it is in need of extensive repair, 
new plumbing and a new heating system. The present design presents some danger, especially to children.  A more 
appropriate location for the font is in direct relationship to the Altar.  The primacy of the font in Catholic worship 
requires that we re-consider its location and design in order to provide even deeper meaning to our worship while         
enhancing the power and meaning of the font itself.  The place for the HOLY OILS will also be considered. 
 

 Image of Mary, Mother of the Lord 

During the Whole Parish Gatherings, it was noted that an area devoted to the veneration of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was absent from our worship space. While we have several different icons that are used in the worship area, 
there is no place dedicated to honor Mary, Mother of the Lord or to seek her intercession in our daily lives. As the  
planning process progressed, we became committed to discerning and designing a space for a new image of Mary 
to be located in an appropriate area of the worship space. 

        “…the true ‘apology’  for the Christian faith,                                                       

the most convincing demonstration of its truth,                                                                 

are the saints and the beauty that faith has generated. 

Humans need beauty, our senses long for beauty. 

Beauty can be a vehicle for holiness                                                                    

and the arts within liturgy express the beauty                                                  

that evokes or leads to holiness                                                           

through signs, symbols and music….”                                                                                       

Pope Benedict XVI  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sacred Furnishings:  Altar, Tabernacle, Ambo & Presider Chair 

Along with the font, the sacred furnishings of Blessed Trinity have also served for several decades beginning in the 
worship space of Holy Family Parish. We have faithfully broken bread, the Body of Christ, on the altar, read the 
words of the Gospel from the ambo, reserved the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle and listened to the many cele-
brants give guidance and welcome, make announcements, and lead prayer from the presider’s chair. Age has created 
loose joints and worn parts; the design is unresponsive to accessibility and does not embody the purpose and reason 
for our worship. In choosing new furnishings, we will select materials and designs that are in keeping with the 
church’s teachings and represent liturgical rites.  Seating for the assembly will also be considered. 
 

 Cross & Processional Crucifix 
More than a mere piece of furniture or two timbers fashioned together, the cross and crucifix are symbols of the very 
core of our faith. Their significance in the worship space cannot be overstated. It is the very fact that our Lord was 
crucified, died, buried and rose from the dead that we even have a faith at all. The cross plays a major role in the pas-
sion, death and resurrection of our Lord. It is important that a Catholic worship space display a permanent cross. It is 
appropriate that the design enable the processional crucifix in the cross whenever the people of God are gathered. 
Part of the renewal of Blessed Trinity now entails this project. These sacred objects bring to the people something 
worthy of the sacrifice made and remind us of the depth of the love of God, the strength of the devotion of Christ and 
the power of the intercession of the Spirit. 

 

 Sacred Art        
Art is everywhere we look in the traditional forms such as sculpture, painting, and iconography, but also in the      
furnishings, architecture and room design. “Genuine art draws people to adoration, to prayer and to the love of 
God…”   The task of this subcommittee of the Worship Space is to explore other possibilities for creating a climate 
of awe, mystery, wonder, reverence, thanksgiving and praise in all aspects of our building.  This could include  a 
consideration of various forms of art in the gathering space, Blessed Sacrament chapel, reconciliation chapel, etc.  It 
could also include exploring the possibility of art glass throughout the spaces. 
As the worship space is finalized, we will identify any further needs for artwork or art-influenced items that might be 
needed. 

 
 

Music  
Music is integral to the Liturgy. It unifies those gathered in worship, supports the song of the congregation, 

highlights significant parts of the liturgical action, and helps to set the tone for each celebration. It is important to 

recognize that the building must support the music and song of the entire worshiping community. USCCB, Built of Living Stones 

 

 Choir 

The position of the choir in the assembly is important for leading the song of the people. It should be prominent,  yet 
inobtrusive,  easy to see and hear and clearly positioned as an integral part of the whole assembly supporting “the 
full, active and conscious participation” of all the people. Finding the right place liturgically and acoustically is  
essential. 
 

 Organ, Piano and other instruments > > > 



 Organ, Piano and other instruments 

Among all other instruments which are suitable for divine worship, the organ is “accorded pride of place”  
because of its capacity to sustain the singing of a large gathered assembly; the pipe organ literally “breathes” 
with the people. The organ is able to give “resonance to the fullness of human sentiments, from joy to sadness, 
from praise to lamentation.”  Likewise, “the manifold possibilities of the organ in some way remind us of the 
immensity and the magnificence of God.”  Sing to the Lord: Music in Catholic Worship, #87 USCCB 
 

Blessed Trinity has been honored to receive the gift of our present organ from Carroll College several years 
ago. The organ has introduced a whole new dimension to our Sunday worship.  Many parishioners have invest-
ed in its installation and maintenance.   Corrections of its diverse problems (discovered following its installation 
at Blessed Trinity) would be more costly than a replacement.  In addition, the current placement of the organ is 
problematic due to space limitations and requirements for our planned renovation.  The opportunity is available 
to us to replace the current organ at a significantly discounted cost.  Installation would be part of our anticipated 
worship space renovation. 
 

The piano, purchased, 18 years ago, has served us well and will continue to be a vital part of our music minis-
try.  In addition, the space required for additional instruments to enhance our liturgical song and participation 
will be considered. 
 
 

 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
The place of reservation should be a space that is dedicated to Christ present in the Eucharist and that 

is designed so that the attention of one praying there is drawn to the tabernacle that houses the presence of the 
Lord. Iconography can be chosen from the rich treasury of symbolism that is associated with the Eucharist. 
Built of Living Stones #73  
Here we pray for the sick and from the Lord’s Table bring them Holy Communion.  In this Holy Place we pray 
for the dying and  from this chapel nourish them with food and drink for the journey home.  Here we rest for 
quiet prayer and honor the enduring presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
This committee will work closely with Sacred Furnishings and Arts committee to fashion a noble place. 
 
 

 

Gathering Space  
The “narthex” is a place of welcome—a threshold space between the assembly’s space and the outside 

environment.  …it serves as a gathering space and as the place of entrance and departure.  This space helps         
believers to make the transition from everyday life to the celebration of the liturgy, it helps those sent forth for 
mission to live out the mystery that has been celebrated.Built of Living Stones #95 It is the  primary place of entrance to 
every aspect of parish life:   Worship, prayer, pastoral offices, ministries and social center.  

It is a place of hospitality, beauty and warmth. A place to converse and bid farewell; a place to welcome              
catechumens; a place to come together to move in procession and a place as well for small social gatherings. 
 
 

 

Social Center Kitchen  
The dynamic community activity of Blessed Trinity, the social and caring notions of parishioners and 

our regular and ongoing need to gather for shared meals, receptions and various outreach ministries demands a 
thorough and complete updating and renovation of our parish kitchen facilities, all of which are outdated, prob-
lematic and difficult to maintain.  This sub-committee/team will work with our architect in evaluating the cur-
rent kitchen facility and in the design of a parish kitchen that will meet the needs of the  
parish. 
 

 



 

Restroom Facilities 
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, 

and that you are not your own?  For you have been purchased at a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body. 
1Cor 6:19,20  

Parish restroom facilities need complete renovation, must be ADA compliant, efficient and serviceable.  This 
team will work with the Architect and Strategic Planning team regarding design and accessibility. 

 
 

Accessibility 
…that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them to eternal 

life at the Last Day.  For it is my Father’s will that everyone who sees his Son and believes on him should have 
eternal life… Jn 6:39,40  
 

Here, think beyond the usual ideas of someone using a cane or being frail. Think of the mother with the 
stroller, the child anxious to help open a door, the delivery person needing ease of access, the need for lighting 
or sound to see and hear adequately. This committee goes beyond the ADA and searches to reduce obstacles 
that limit anyone’s ability to join fully in our worship and the use of our facility  

 
 

History of the Parish 
“But watch out! Be very careful never to forget what you have seen God doing for you. May his  

miracles have a deep and permanent effect upon your lives! Tell your children and your grandchildren about 
the glorious miracles he did.” Deut 4:9  
 

As we grow and move further from our origins, there is a need to document, remember and honor our roots in 
order serve the present and provide for the future. 

 
 

Landscaping and Outside Environment 
The visible church is a symbol of the Father's house toward which the People of God is journeying 

and where the Father “will wipe every tear from their eyes.”  Catechism of the Catholic Church 1186 

 

Before people even set foot within our church, they make a decision 
to visit based on how welcoming and inviting the outside environ-
ment appears and how easy it is to find the building entry. Without 
our parish looking its best we cannot hope that the other renovations 
will encourage anyone new to come and experience our parish min-
istries and welcoming and supportive people. Landscaping and hard-
scaping provide not only beauty but also welcome and guidance to 
help people find their way and keep them safe. Needed places for 
outdoor worship and celebrations of all kinds need to be considered 
to assure adequate spaces. 

 
 
 

Strategic Planning Team: Joe Licitra (chair), David Neu, Rita O’Neil, Betty 

Chrestenson,  Ruth Licitra, Joan Dodge, Marge Nordin, Dale Barnum,                   

Jim McDonald,  Caroline Pickolick, Pat Wegner, S. Mary Jo Quinn,                              

Fr. Ed Hislop  



Lord, send your Spirit from heaven to make this church                                         
an ever-holy place, and this altar a ready table                                                                    

for the sacrifice of Christ. 

 

Here may the waters of baptism overwhelm the shame of sin; 

here may your people die to sin  
and live again through grace as your children. 

 

Here may your children, gathered around your altar, 

celebrate the memorial of the Paschal Lamb and be fed                                          
at the table of Christ’s word and Christ’s body. 

 

Here may prayer, the Church’s banquet, resound through heaven 
and earth as a plea for the world’s salvation. 

 

Here, may the poor find justice,                                                                                  
the victims of oppression, true freedom. 

 

From here may the whole world                                                                        
clothed in the dignity of the children of God,                                                                 

enter with gladness your city of peace. 
The Rite of The Dedication of a Church 


