
 

November 24, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioner of Blessed Trinity + Spirit of Christ: 
 

 
 

he days of Advent waiting in a spirit of joyful hope are fast 
approaching.  The days are dark. Many of us live with a 
sense of fear and longing as the COVID-19 pandemic 

struggle continues to haunt our days and nights.  We long for 
healing light, we hope to be freed from the sickness all around 
us.  This will be an Advent and Christmas like no other. 
 

Yet we wait in joyful hope.  The words Jesus will speak to us on 
the first Sunday of Advent will seem more poignant than in 
previous years: “Be watchful; be alert!”  We prepare to enter 
those days in that spirit.   
 

Our regularly scheduled weekend Masses will, at the present 
moment, continue at both Blessed Trinity and Spirit of Christ.  
Social distancing, facial masks and hand sanitation protocols are 
in place and will be maintained.  While some of us feel confident 
in gathering for Mass, others are hesitant.  We honor those 
feelings and assure those who choose not to be present that we 
still gather in spirit as we all pray for safety, health, and caution.  
Each one of us need to be “watchful and alert,” as the dangers of 
this pandemic are becoming more serious each day.  Too many 
are being infected; too many are dying; too many are exhausted 
from faithfully serving and caring for the sick, risking again and 
again their own health and safety.  Others find their livelihood at 
serious risk as they face unemployment and a concerning future. 
 
These are very serious times requiring great 
vigilance and caution.  Each of us must do all we 
can to keep ourselves and others safe (wear a 
mask consistently, social distance and sanitize 
your hands often). As Jesus himself will remind 
us on the First Sunday of Advent 2020:  
”What I say to you, I say to all, ‘Watch!’” 
 

With that same “spirit” we must anticipate the 
coming Christmas feast.  Again, this is a 
Christmas like no other in our memory.  Caution 
in the manner of our gathering, in church, homes 
and with our families, must be the “order of the 
season.”  To that end we have revised our normal 
“Christmas Mass” schedule, with the clear 
awareness and understanding that the ordinary 
Sunday Covid-19 protocols must be maintained.   

The Christmas Mass schedule at Blessed Trinity 
will be: Christmas Eve, December 24-Mass at 
4:30 pm and 7:00 pm.  Christmas Morning, 
December 25, Blessed Trinity Mass at 11:00 am.   
At each of these Blessed Trinity Masses there is 
room, with the required social distancing 
protocols, for 70-80 persons. 
 

At Spirit of Christ the usual Christmas Eve 
Mass has been cancelled since it is necessary 
to add Masses at Blessed Trinity (all due to 
Covid-19 restrictions). A parish meeting 
regarding this issue was held at Spirit of Christ 
on Sunday, November 22.  The possibility of a 
9:00 am Christmas Morning Mass was also 
discussed as well as various concerns and 
challenges unique to this year.  Two persons 
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raised concerns regarding no Christmas Mass, 
some were supportive, while others seemed 
open to the needed accommodations. After 
further reflection I have determined that an 
additional Christmas morning Mass is not 
reasonable, considering staffing, music, etc.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

All of these necessary changes (restricting 
participation, COVID-19 protocols, cancelling 
Mass), of course present a challenge since it is 
completely against our nature and our sense of 
hospitality to turn anyone away from Mass, or to 
“cancel” a Mass. However, these are unusual and 
difficult times. 
 

In order to accommodate your presence at a 
Christmas Mass, each parish household will be 
asked to indicate which mass you will attend.  All 
registered households will receive a letter with a 
return postcard to indicate your preference.  
This card will be sent to both Blessed Trinity and 
Spirit of Christ Parishioners.  You will receive a 
confirmation postcard which you will be asked 
to bring with you to Mass.  If the Mass you request 
reaches capacity you will be asked to be present at 
another time. 
 

NOTE: Due to seating limitations at all Missoula 
Parishes, the Missoula Deanery has determined 
that only registered persons of each parish may 
attend Christmas Mass at that parish.  In other 
words, we can only participate in Christmas 
Mass at our own parish. 
 

These are indeed challenging days, but times still 
filled with hope and the promise of new life.  
This, we must believe, will instill in us an even 
deeper appreciation for the treasure of our faith 
and the wonder of our worship.  In all of this we 
remember that we are always a church that 
gathers, albeit in varying ways in different times.  
While some of us, perhaps many of us, will not be 
able to be together to enter the mystery of the 
Christmas feast, our faith can and will remain 
strong.  We can still pray at home, we can 
remember and feel that the Word of God 
becomes and is becoming flesh….our flesh, in our 
life, in our day, in our “domestic church” at home. 
To that end your parish will provide numerous 
resources for genuine prayer and ritual at home 
for both the Advent and Christmas seasons.  All 
of these will be available on the parish website, 

blessedtrinitymissoula.org   Simply click the 
ADVENT + CHRISTMASTIME PRAYER AT HOME tab on 
the opening page. 
 

These resources for prayer and worship in your 
“Domestic Church” will include the following: 

• Sunday Ritual Dinner at Home for Advent and-
Christmas. 

• Resources for family, children, and youth. 
CATHOLIC HOUSEHOLD BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS: 
• Candle-lighting prayer around family wreath; 
• Blessing of the family Creche;  
• Blessing of the Christmas Tree;  
• Prayer of the “O Antiphons,” December 17-24; 
• Christmas Eve at Home; 
• Each week of Advent and Christmas-time the 

parish bulletin will include the WELCOME YULE 
series for each day of Advent and Christmas time.  
The Bulletin continues to be available each week 
on the parish website and on the parish app. 

• GIVE US THIS DAY: Daily Prayer for Today’s 
Catholic is available on the website.  Access is 
limited to Blessed Trinity and Spirit of Christ 
Parishioners.  Click on the Link provided.                 
Enter User Name:  xxxx Refer to Nov 24 letter 

• then Password: xxxx  Refer to Nov 24 letter 
 

While these days are challenging and even 
“heart-wrenching” they are also days of hope and 
opportunity; days our faith can grow, days our 
sense of one another can deepen and days our 
spirit can be renewed.  So we can “wait in joyful 
hope” filled with the conviction, that God “will 
keep us firm to the end… God is faithful and by God 
we were called to communion with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”1 Corinthians 1:9, Advent 1B 

 

May these coming days of Advent lead us to 
discover the Word of God made flesh in our 
living today.   
 

We are all the work of God’s hands. 
 

Advent blessings. 
 
 

Fr. Ed 
Pastor 


