
from Bishop Thomas: Guatemala Mission 
  In mid-January I visited our Mission in Guatemala once again. As always, they 

were days of intense blessing accompanied by moments of heart-rending challenge. 

 

Following that pastoral visit, I feel compelled to bring urgent and pressing matters 

to your attention in hopes of gaining assistance for our beloved communities in 

Guatemala. 
 

EARTHQUAKE   This past September an earthquake caused considerable damage to Santiago de la Asunci6n 

School. Carroll College Engineers without Borders in association with a professional engineer from the 

Helena community were present at the School in early January and have provided an evaluation of the 

damage. 
 

We anticipate that School staff will soon be providing as estimate of cost for the needed repairs, but I 

am sure it will be substantial, exceeding $75,000. 
 

The roof above the convent is in imminent danger of collapse, rendering the Sister's quarters uninhabitable.  

The walls that support the second story of the School have cracked in such a way that they are placing the 

second story in danger of collapse should another seismic event occur. The repair of these pillars and walls 

alone will exceed $20,000. 
 

AGING INFRASTRUCTURE   There is immediate need to repair the aging roof structure above the meeting 

room and kitchen at the Mission complex. The building is 45 years old, and beginning to suffer its age! 

This needed repair will cost at least $10,000 and needs to be completed soon in order to prepare the 

building for the annual rainy season. 
 

In response to these of infrastructure needs at the Mission itself and at the School, I am asking our parishes to 

assist the Guatemala project during Lent this year. In addition to our annual contributions to Operation 

Rice Bowl (25% of which remains in the Diocese for aid for the needy), I request that eac h  p as t o r  

invite parishioners to respond generously to the pressing needs of the Guatemala Mission. 
 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING       Santiago de la Asunci6n School officials are 

responding to the adverse economic situation in the area. The School wishes to move into more programs 

of vocational education so that graduates can pursue employment opportunities. The School is looking to 

enhance offerings in sewing, welding, auto mechanics, and computer science. At this time, they can purchase 

the equipment they need with $12,000, an amount that will need to be replicated in the future as the 

equipment needs replacement for upgrading. 
 

Please note, as well, that I have already directed the diocesan finance office to utilize up to $30,000 in funds 

restricted to assisting the needy to match parish contributions. I am convinced that the generosity of our 

people will help us reach that match amount quickly and the match money will be forwarded to begin the 

most needed projects in Guatemala. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP provide funds to meet these needs make your check out TO BLESSED 

TRINITY OR SPIRIT OF CHRIST and on the MEMO line write GUATEMALA MISSION REPAIR PROJECTS; If 
you would like to contribute toward the purchase of needed educational equipment, write 
GUATEMALA EDUCATIONAL EQUIPMENT on the Memo life. 
Your gift will be sent to the Diocese of Helena. 
 

Note: It is not safe to attempt to send donations of any sort directly to Guatemala. 
 


