Pastoral Council Meeting November 7, 2016

Minutes

Present: Members: Cathy Burleson, David Neu, Rita O’Neil, Elizabeth Licitra, Joan Butler, Betty Chrestenson, and Ruth Licitra.

Staff: Sr. Mary Jo Quinn, Judy Cooney, Deacon Ron Butler, and Fr. Ed Hislop.

1. Gathering Prayer: Sr. Mary Jo led the council in prayer.

2. Reflection on the Worship Space “Experiment: 

Fr. Ed and Rita led the council in discussing the changes made in the Worship Space:

· We need the ushers to help people, especially latecomers, find seating;

· Is there room for more seats? Sr. Mary Jo replied that 15 chairs have been removed. There is also space for another row or two;

· In this arrangement, the choir could participate in the Collection;

· The choir is a part of the congregation in this seating arrangement;

· Two weeks is not enough time to decide if we like this arrangement or not; 

· Many people had to sit in the front;

· It is difficult to “sneak” in;
· The Readers had their backs to the Choir. 

· It was good that Fr. Ed gave his Homily from his chair; 

· Is there an easy way to remove chairs to seat those who have walkers and wheelchairs?

· This is a “bold” experiment; 

· The choir was centered on the axis of Ambo/Altar/Cross; 

· Everything was centered on the Altar; 

· The Cross loses focus

· It was difficult to hear behind the Ambo. Could the Ambo be moved to the other side? 

· Everyone was sitting around the table. There was no “back of the church”.  People were more involved;

· Readers could look at more people. The congregation was listening and responding;

· There was some difficulty in seeing; 

· The choir was blinded by the spotlights; 

· This configuration is “intense and focused”: There was nowhere to hide. This configuration could be intimidating for new people;

· We need to pay greater attention to the obligations of hospitality: the ushers and others need further training. We need an usher coordinator and more usher support throughout Mass.

· The floor and ceiling need to agree with the chairs in the final design. 
Action: The council and Fr. Ed agreed that this configuration would be in place through the Feast of Chris the King Sunday, (November 20, 2016). 
3. Thanksgiving Pie Sale: Betty said that we haven’t had a Pie Sale in a couple of years. PCCW used to hold the sale and the proceeds would go to a church project. Sr. Mary Jo proposed that the proceeds should go to the Organ Fund. The council agreed. Betty said that the advertising for the sale in the Bulletin would reflect that the proceeds from the sale would go to the Organ Fund.

4. No Room at the Inn (NRATI), December 9-11, 2016: Sr. Mary Jo reported that this year NRATI would occur with the partnership of the Missoula Interfaith Cooperative (MIC). MIC’s goal is to raise $17,000 from this event for MIC/Family Promise. The partnership will do this by increasing attendance at the Gala, collecting donations at the Voices of Faith (a marathon music concert given by various churches, etc.) and sponsorships. This increase will require a greater participation from Blessed Trinity congregation and from MIC connections. 
5. Advent/Christmas: Christmas is on Sunday this year. The tentative schedule: 

Penance Service—Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Vespers—every Sunday during Advent at 4 pm
Christmas Eve Mass—7pm at both Blessed Trinity and Spirit of Christ

Christmas Mass—10 am Blessed Trinity

New Years Mass schedule would be the regular Sunday schedule

Action: The council agreed that they would host a Pasty Dinner after the 5 pm Mass on New Years Eve. 
6. Whole Parish Formation: Judy announced a three week Bible Study on Mary to be held during Advent. So far seven people have signed up. The time and day are yet to be determined. 

There is a Thursday Lectionary-based Bible Study. 

7. 500th Anniversary of the Reformation: Sr. Mary Jo announced that there will be a Diocesan event on October 30, 2017, commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. She is talking with some local Lutheran pastors about the possibility of having a joint Bible Study or other ecumenical event. 
8. Neighborhood Outreach: Betty and Judy reported that the new neighborhood is not yet occupied. Deacon Ron proposed that this item be moved to the top three items at the next meeting. 

Action: Neighborhood Outreach will be one of the top three items on the Agenda of the next Pastoral Council meeting. 
9. Brainstorming: How do we invite others to our parish community?: Sr. Mary Jo reported that the Diocese is paying for half of a new app, MyParish. This will send notifications of meetings, etc. It can send messages to Smart Phones and texts to not so smart phones. 

10. Parish Picture Directory Update: The photographers will return on November 15-16th to take pictures of parishioners unable to attend the first dates. Fifteen people have signed up. 

11. Additional Items: Cathy has been attending Faith and Climate Change meetings. She reports that the group would like to have a green team at each church. This commitment is to do more than recycle. The next meeting of the Faith and Climate Change group is November 15, 2016. 
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Pastoral Council is Monday December 5, 2016. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ruth Licitra 

November 8, 2016 
