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A NEW BEGINNING!

Last SundaySeptember 24, 2006ne hundred fifty parishioners of the Catholic Parishes of Southwest Mis-

soula and Lolo (Pope John XXIII, Holy Family and Spirit of Christ Mission) gathered at the Pope Johi} Pari
Social Center to conclude a conversation regarding the future of Holy Family, Pope John XXIII and Spirit 0
Christ Mission. Those present, representing each of the communities, confirmed the direction set in otio
theJune 19all parishioner gathering and at the meetings held in each of the individual p&egtesber

17,18 & 19. . : :
One hundred forty three of those present directed the Joint Pastoral Council anﬂ Fatt

mas that Holy Family and Pope John XXIII become one parish and that Spirit of @arist| Mist
newly formed amalgamated parish.

The Joint Pastoral Council and Father Hislop will make that recommendation to the Bishop at
its meeting on Sunday, October 1, 2006 at Holy Family. At that same meeting the Joint Pastoral Coyn-
cil will begin discussion regarding the timeline for the amalgamation once it is approved by the Bishop.
The Joint Pastoral Council will base its discussion on its recently published document (mailed to all pl-
rishioners) entitled, HOW WOULD THAT LOOK? Implications of merging Holy Family and Pope John
XXIII Parishes with Spirit of Christ in Lolo Remaining a Mission.

7

The conversation which led to this decision initially begaRahruary 2004 with the first Joint
Meeting of the two parish councils. As those meetings continued questions and concerns were raisef reg
ing the ministry and services the parishes were able to offer. Decisions were made to share both reqource
and administration in order to expand parish ministries in such areas as Pastoral Care, Youth Ministry, Col
munication, and Social Concerns. Other issues and concerns began to emerge. To assist in furthefing tl
discussion the Joint Council invit&ister Rita McGinnis, director of the newly established Diocesan Offjce
of Pastoral Planning to assist in the developing conversation.

In January 2006the first ALL PARISHIONER gathering was held at Holy Family, facilitated by pis-
ter Rita. Approximately one hundretjhty parishioners participated. The agenda included the history of
the shared collaboration, the larger diocesan picture and concerns; demographics of the Missoula arga in
tion to the growth of the Catholic parishes; issues of finance and stewardship among the three communitie
the status of the parish buildings and grounds; and the various projects and successes of the joint pgrish
shared ministries. (continued inside Insert >>)




A NEW BEGINNING... CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

In May, 2006Bishop Thomas announced that Father Matt Huber would-assigned as pastor in
another parish in the Diocese and that Father Hislop would become Pastor of Holy Family and Spirit @pf Chris
Mission while remaining Pastor at Pope John XXIII. This necessitated a change in the Parish Mass $ichedu
as well as other adjustments to parish ministry.

The second ALL PARISHIONER GATHERING occurred &ume 19, 2006t Pope John XXIII.
Bishop George Thomasttended and participated in that gathering with approximately one hundred ftzngy
eight parishioners. The conversation centered around possible directions for the parishes and missign:
(1) merge Holy Family and John XXIII into one parish; Spirit Christ remains a Mission of that parish;
(2) merge Holy Family, Pope John XXIII and Spirit of Christ Mission into one parish;

(3) other possible options (including making no change).
After | engthy conversation participants were [lask
ing the proposed possibilities. Over 80% favored option 1.

The third gathering of parishioners occurred in each parish for members of that p&@eghtember
17 (Spirit of Christ),September 18Holy Family) andSeptember 19Pope John XXIIl). A total of one hum-
dred fifty two persons participated in these three meetings. 84% of all participants indicated a prefergnce fo
the option of amalgamating Pope John XXIIl and Holy Family into one parish while maintaining Spirit |pf
Christ as a Mission of the unified parish.

and Father Hislop to recommend to Bishop Thomas that Holy Family and Pope John XXIIl become ofpe par-

The fourth Gathering occurré&keptember 24, 2006 95% of participants directed the Pastoral Council
ish and that Spirit of Christ Mission in Lolo continue as a Mission of the newly formed amalgamated lrish.

Thank You: A new beginning is in the making!
Thank you: Joint Pastoral Council & Transition Team
Thank you: Sister Rita McGinnis

Thank you:
Every parishioner of Holy Family, Pope John XXIIl and Spirit of Christ Mission

SING A NEW CHURCH
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Text: 87 87 D; Delores Dufner, OSB. © 1991, Sisters of St. Benedict. Published by OCP Publications. All
rights reserved. Music: from ]. Wyeth'’s Repository of Sacred Music, Pt. 11, 1813.




HoLYRAMILY FOPEJOHN XXl €THOLICCOMMUNITY S PIRIDFCHRISMISSION
Twentysixth Sunday Ordinary time ~ October 1, 2006
Homily ~ Father Ed Hislop

It was February 2004 when we first began a conversation
about ministry and mission, needs and gifts.

Now after mont hs and weeks of convers
to Strengthen our bond of Unity as Cathadia®oted in the same faith,
nurtured i n the same ritual and nc

We stand at the threshold of a new home
only because we have been at hon

A home built on the faith and the courage
of those who began another conversation 36 years ago
which | ed to another journey from
A journey made with the feet of those who chose to move, to travel,
because of eyes which could see a new vision
to be built with hands open and giving for what could be.

They sacrificed their home of Saint A
in a new time, for a new generation.

We stand at the threshold not unlike the doorway of that first journey from there to here.

| believe that we have the potential of handing on the faith in vibrant new ways.
We have every opportunity, we have everything that is needed to revitalize our church, our p:
our experience of believing and our way of living that belief.

The decision we made last Sunday afternoon, after a long convedsation
the one for which we stood, to embrace our shared faith,
our common call to discipleship, holds incredible potential
to bring new vibrancy and excitement to our new about to formed parish,
built from what has been built and shaped in the faith handed on to us.

For Holy Family
it will not be easy to leave what has shaped life and faith these past 34 years.
There is much to celebrate but there will be sadness in the departure.
So we will need to remember and tell the story as a new journey is made.



This space is sacred for it holds the holy memory of a p&ople
birth, life, death:
Baptism, confirmation, first communion, reconciliation, Marriage,
prayer, worship around a holy table and a holy meal,
the place a final loving farewell was bid amid tears of grief and loss
as our beloved were sent from here into the new eternal home.

Here Christ was and is seen in the ordinary living and praying of a faithful band
of disciples who lived and died, laughed and cried, celebrated and partied,
danced and sang, learned and discussed
perhaps not always aware that it was with Christ that all of this was done!

It will not be easy for those who know where every nail was pounded
and every bit of concrete was poured.

But it is exactly the vision and enthusiasm of those days
which led to the beginning and life of this parish, that is needed even more today.

AFor here we do not have a | ast
The journey continues, the building goes on for a new time,
a new age, a new generation!

For Pope John XXIlI
it will be less difficult but not easy.
For here too life and faith has been shaped and lived for 35 years.
Here as well the original builders are among us.
A new parish, a new community, a new vision is rising in that/this place.

It will not be the same, a new spirit, new people, new needs and new gifts.
We will all be transformed into a greater and more dynamic vision
of what it means to the Chu@tthe Catholic Church in this time, place and age.

For parishioners at John XXII11 it canno
itis rather(as Nick Pickolick so eloqguently reflected at our parish meeting two weeks ago)
building a new home, a new parish together where all equally belong.

For Spirit of Christ Mission
the conversation these past few years can lead to an even deeper awareness
of the value of church community, relationships and connections
so profoundly and well expressed in that/this community.
The questions and concerns that have been raised can lead all of us
to connect even more deeply with our larger Catholic experience
and value more profoundly the mission to which we are all called.



Spirit of Christ, as a result of the conversation in which we have all engaged
(or been invited to engage) will continue to be a mission of the new parish,
intimately connected one with the other
and collaborating together in the ministry of the Church.

| believe we are on the threshold of a new and exciting possibility.
It will require sacrifice, it will necessitate vision,
a strong heart and a willingness to move!
but the potential we are unleashing is amazing.

We do this at Autumnds beginning, t
How beautiful that is; how peaceful and how filled with possibility.

That is Christds way, t ha@&tettinggo.t he mes

The hand and foot and eye of which he speaks
are the hands of grasping, holding on tight;
the foot, the feet of those who will only stand still;
and the ey@ the eyes of those who will not see beyond their own need.

So Acut it off and pluck it
let go of the things that keep you from gro@tfrom giving, seeing and moving,
before you wake up someday and find yourself up to your neck in gérbage
ARGehennao was the name of Jerusal

In a moment again we will pray as part of the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving,
these words and to them we will sing AMEN!
Let these words be our prayer as we begin these days of letting go,
of seeing anew and walking to the threshold of a new parish.

OThrough the power of your Spirit of
among the members of your Son whose

Renew by the light of the gospel
the Church of Holy Family, Pope John XXIII and Spirit of Christ.

Strengthen the bonds of unity
that together your people may stand forth in a world torn by strife and discord
as a sign of oneness and pea-

THESE ARE THE BEGINNING DAYS OF INCREDIBLE POSSIBILITY!

Open your hands, see with new eyes and walkiumowith new feet!






